


Gary Frishman, MD, has served as Chair of the Domestic
Membership Committee for the Society of Reproductive
Surgeons and is now on the Board
as Member at Large.  Dr. Frishman
is Professor of Obstetrics and
Gynecology at Brown University in
Providence, Rhode Island.  He is
Program Director for the Residency
in Obstetrics and Gynecology, as
well as the Associate Division
Director for the Division of Reproductive Endocrinology
and Infertility in the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology at Women & Infants Hospital, Brown
University.

Dr. Frishman received his undergraduate degree from The
University of Pennsylvania and his medical degree from
The College of Physicians and Surgeons of Columbia
University.  He completed a residency in Obstetrics and
Gynecology at Pennsylvania Hospital in Philadelphia and a
fellowship in Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility at
the University of Connecticut.  He is board certified in
Obstetrics and Gynecology and Reproductive
Endocrinology and Infertility, and serves as an Oral Board
Examiner for the American Board of Obstetrics and
Gynecology. 

Dr. Frishman takes great pride in his role as a physician
educator.  He has earned the highest teaching awards given
at Women & Infants Hospital every year since his arrival in
1991, including being the only physician to ever be induct-
ed into the Academy of Teaching Scholars (2006).  He has
received teaching awards from national organizations
including the American College of Obstetrics and
Gynecology (ACOG) (1998), the Council on Resident
Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology (CREOG) (2001),
and the Association of Professors of Gynecology and
Obstetrics (APGO) (1996 and 2003).
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Dr. Frishman is actively involved in issues surrounding
Gynecologic Endoscopy and has been Director of
Endoscopic Training and Credentialing at Women &
Infants Hospital since 1999.  Dr. Frishman has been an
active member of ASRM since 1990, including participating
in the Annual Meeting Abstract Committee.  He also serves
on the Board of Trustees of the AAGL.  

Dr. Frishman is creator and editor of the AAGL-ENDO-
EXCHANGE ListServ.  This international electronic bulletin
board provides a forum for AAGL members to discuss
issues regarding Minimally Invasive Gynecology.  Created
in 2004, AAGL-ENDO-EXCHANGE has approximately
2,900 members from more than 24 countries on five conti-
nents.  Dr. Frishman also created and is the editor of the
AcadObGyn ListServ.  Launched in 2000, this national
forum addresses academic issues in Medical Student and
Resident Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology.   

Dr. Frishman has published and lectured extensively on
minimally invasive surgery.  He is an editorial reviewer for
multiple publications including Fertility and Sterility, The
Journal of Minimally Invasive Gynecology, Human
Reproduction, Obstetrics and Gynecology and the American
Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology.  He is the American
Representative on the International Editorial Board for The
Obstetrician and Gynaecologist.  Dr. Frishman is both a mem-
ber of the Editorial Board member and Contributing Editor
for The Journal of Minimally Invasive Gynecology.  

Ultimately, Dr. Frishman feels that his best work was creat-
ed with his wife Meredith, yielding their children Sam,
Caroline, and Henry.  

SRS Welcomes Newest Member of the Board of Directors
Gary Nathan Frishman, M.D.

Director-At-Large

NOVEMBER 8-12, 2008 
MOSCONE CONVENTION 

CENTER
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

OCTOBER 17-21, 2009
GEORGIA WORLD 
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ATLANTA, GA

OCTOBER 23-27, 2010
THE COLORADO 

CONVENTION CENTER 
DENVER, CO

UPCOMING ASRM ANNUAL MEETINGS
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Your 2007-2008 SRS Board of Directors

and Anthony Luciano. This course focused on robotics and
other advanced surgical innovations. Even if this technolo-
gy is not routinely available, this course offered our mem-
bers a view into the future. The SRS is committed to pre-
senting practical courses that enhance surgical knowledge.
The tele-surgery course "Laparoscopic Myomectomy with-
out a Robot" with Charles H. Koh, M.D. and "Laparoscopic
Myomectomy with a Robot" with Ceana H. Nezhat, M.D.
echoed this commitment by demonstrating a laparoscopic
myomectomy with and without the robot. Both surgeons
beautifully demonstrated the art of surgery.  I would also
like take this time to recognize the immense contribution of
Dr. Peter Schlegel who was President during this past year
(2006-2007).

The research component of the ASRM 2007 Annual
Meeting was equally impressive. The prize winner was Dr.
Samuel S. Kim, with his paper entitled, "Restoration of
Long-Term Ovarian Function after Heterotopic Auto-trans-
plantation of Cryobanked Human Ovarian Tissue: Six Year
Clinical Experience".  There were many papers on ovarian
and uterine transplantation that exemplify the changing
nature of reproductive surgery. These two topics were vir-
tually unknown five-six years ago. 

We have 43 new members who have joined us since the last
annual meeting in October of 2007.  I would like to wel-
come all of them.  A list of their names appears in this
newsletter. The other officers of the SRS Board include Dr.
Gary Frishman - Director-At- Large, Dr. Ana A. Murphy -
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, Dr. Anthony Luciano -
Secretary/Treasurer, Dr. Keith Isaacson - Vice President,
Dr. Peter Schlegel - Immediate Past-President and Dr.
Togas Tulandi - Past President. There are many SRS com-
mittees that welcome all members' participation. Please
look at the website of the SRS (http://www.reprod -
surgery.org) for the chairs of these committees.

(FALCONE - continued from page 1)

Tommaso
Falcone, M.D.

President

Keith B.
Isaacson, M.D.
Vice President

Anthony A.
Luciano, M.D.

Secretary/
Treasurer

Ana A.
Murphy, M.D.

Assistant
Secretary/
Treasurer

Gary Nathan
Frishman,

M.D.
Director-at-

Large

Peter Niles
Schlegel, M.D.

Immediate
Past President

Togas
Tulandi, M.D.
Past President

SRS Committees

MIS/AAGL/SRS Fellowship Chair  . . .Anthony Luciano, M.D. 
AAGL Representative  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Anthony Luciano, M.D. 
Domestic Membership Committee  . . . .Ceana H. Nezhat, M.D. 
Website Chair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Steven R. Lindheim, M.D.  
Postgraduate Chair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Anthony Luciano, M.D.    
Newsletter Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Magdy P. Milad, M.D. 
ACS Representative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .William W. Hurd, M.D.  

Program Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Keith B. Isaacson, M.D. 
Coding & Reimbursement Committee  . . . .John Randolph, M.D. 
Continuing Medical Education Committee. . Peter Kolettis, M.D. 
Membership Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .William W. Hurd, M.D. 
Patient Education  Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sejal Dharia, M.D. 
Practice Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jeff Goldberg, M.D. 
Resident Education Committee  . . . . . . . . .Magdy P. Milad, M.D.

SRS Representatives to 
ASRM Committees  

MOVING?
Be sure to send your 

new contact 
information, including email address, 

to: Jil Clowers
1209 Montgomery Highway

Birmingham, Alabama 35216
jclowers@asrm.org
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VISIT YOUR SRS WEBSITE
by Stephen R. Lindheim, M.D.

The Society of Reproductive Surgeons (SRS) website (http://www.reprodsurgery.com ) continues to update new
ASRM/SRS guidelines for practice, patient resources, newsletters, and literature reviews.  

The SRS website includes sections such as:

Learn About SRS 
Mission Statement
Officers
Message from the President 
Role of Reproductive Surgeons
Patient Information on Reproductive Surgery Issues
Find A Reproductive Surgeon in Your Area
ASRM-SRS Patient Resources
Membership (Apply/Renew)
SRS Bylaws
Newsletters and News
Literature Updates
ASRM-SRS Guidelines for Practice
ASRM-SRS Patient Resources 
Literature Reviews
Participate in SRS Registries
Apply for a Fellowship in Gynecological Endoscopic Surgery

Simply go to http://www.reprodsurgery.org and look around at all the useful and interesting information on this web-
site.

Literature Review Project

The literature reviews are done on a quarterly to semi-annual basis.  Volunteer members of the SRS choose relevant and
well–designed studies in the areas of urology, hysteroscopy, and laparoscopy.  Editorial commentary is provided by the
SRS literature review subcommittee.  This dedicated committee includes, Meike Uhler, M.D., Dan Williams, M.D., Arlene
Morales, M.D., and Steven R. Lindheim, M.D., M.M.M.  

On behalf of all SRS members, we thank all of those who added to the website and the relevant information it provides.
If any SRS members are interested in becoming involved in the literature review project, please contact Jil Clowers at
ASRM (jclowers@asrm.org)

Steven R. Lindheim, M.D.
Chair

SRS Literature Review
Subcommittee

Meike L. Uhler, M.D.
SRS Literature Review

Subcommittee

Arlene J. Morales, M.D. 
SRS Literature Review

Subcommittee

Daniel B. Williams, M.D. 
SRS Literature Review

Subcommittee
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Post Tubal Ligation Syndrome (PTLS)
by 

Gary Sterling Berger, M.D.

Post tubal ligation syndrome (PTLS) is a term that has been used to describe a variety of symp-
toms - such as increased menstrual bleeding and cramps, headaches, irritability, and mood swings
- reported by some women following a tubal ligation. It is debatable whether post tubal symptoms
constitute a true syndrome. Studies have reported conflicting conclusions about whether such
symptoms are more common among women who have had a tubal ligation than among women
who have not had a tubal ligation. The women who describe the onset of symptoms following
tubal sterilization, however, are convinced that their symptoms are real and that they began after
their tubal ligation procedures. Some of these women subsequently seek tubal reversal surgery.

In a large population of women undergoing tubal ligation reversal, some women report PTLS as
one of their reasons for seeking surgery.  A follow-up study was undertaken to see if there might
be a change in symptoms after tubal reversal among this select group of women. In 2005-2007, 91
women described having PTLS symptoms prior to undergoing tubal reversal at Chapel Hill Tubal
Reversal Center. They were asked the following questions regarding possible symptoms experi-
enced after their tubal ligation; and these questions were repeated at 6 and 12 months after tubal
reversal:  

Menstrual period bleeding is heavier, lighter, or no change.
Periods are longer, shorter, or no change.
Period pain or cramping is more, less, or no change.
Headaches are more/less frequent, more/less severe, or no change.
Mood swings/emotional lability are better, worse, or no change.
Premenstrual bloating/swelling is or has been better, worse or no change.

Overall, 90% of these patients reported improvement in one or more of their PTLS symptoms, 8%
reported no change, and 2% reported worsening of symptoms after tubal reversal. The following
graphs compare the percentages of women reporting individual symptoms (summarized as
"worse" or "better") after tubal ligation (red bars) and after tubal reversal (green bars). 

Comment:

This is a non-experimental, "before and after" study of a selected population of women who
described having post tubal ligation symptoms. It was surprising to find such a high percentage of
patients reporting improvement in their various symptoms at 6 months and 12 months after tubal
reversal surgery.  No mechanism is suggested to explain these results. It is possible that the self-
reported improvement in symptoms is a placebo effect; but based on the results obtained so far,
further study is warranted.
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Welcome NEW SRS Members

Carolyn J. Alexander, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Los Angeles          CA
Johnny T. Awwad, M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .New York             NY
Michelle A. Bailey, M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christchurch NEW ZEALAND
Brian D. Barnett, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Plano TX
Lynn Amy Boardman, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Charlotte NC
Nicole Budrys, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Grosse Point MI
Marcela Dianalyn Carlos, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .San Fernando PHILIPPINES
Miguel T. Chang-Chiu, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jalisco MEXICO
Benton H.H. Chun, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Honolulu HI
Roger J. Ferland, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Providence RI
Shaun A. Fountain, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wiltshire GREAT BRITAIN
Antonio R. Gargiulo, M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Boston MA
Dov B.S. Goldstein, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .New York NY
Eric G. Heegaard, M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .St. Paul MN
Matthew H. Ho, M.D., Ph.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Torrance CA
Priya Jagga, M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pittsburgh PA
Grace M. Janik, M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Milwaukee WI
Mark L. Jutras, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Huntersville NC
Todd Kraemer, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lugoff SC
Amaury J. Llorens, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Guaynabo PUERTO RICO
Rafael Marin-Medina, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nuevo Leon MEXICO
Jennifer D. McCarthy, M.Sc., B.A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ann Arbor MI
Kimberlee A. McKay, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sioux Falls SD
Christel L. C. Meuleman, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heverlee BELGIUM
Anjana R. Nair, M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .New York NY
Sahadat K. Nurudeen, M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Washington DC
Charles B. Palmer, M.D., B.Sc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Greenville SC
Satin Patel, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dallas TX
George Patsias, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wellington FL
Renju S. Raj, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Phoenix AZ
Elin Raymond, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Toronto CANADA
Carla P. Roberts, M.D., Ph.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Atlanta GA
David W. Schmidt, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hamden CT
Adrian Shulman, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Herzliya ITALY
Celso J. Silva, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tampa FL
Kenny R. Sinervo, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Atlanta GA
Sujata Siwatch, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Minneapolis MN
Enrique Soto, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .New York NY
John M. Storment, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lafayette LA
Brad Swelstad, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Houston TX
Salli I. Tazuke, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Portola Valley CA
Svetlana Tsirkin, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Colorado Springs CO
Valentin Tureanu, M.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .London CANADA

“Nothing  is  as  powerful  as  a  personal  invitation.”  

Recruit a new SRS Member!


